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SUBJECT: TALKS WITH KING AND CROWN PRINCE - SUMMIT AND PLO 

1 . KING WAS IN TOUCH WITH ME BRIEFLY BY TELEPHONE FEBRUARY 
9 AFTER HIS RETURN EROM CAIRO. HIS REPORT WAS THAT CAIRO 
MEETINGS WENT WELL, BUT THAT NOTHING MUCH WENT ON THAT NOT 
COVERED IN PUBLIC REPORTING. 

2. HE SAID THAT HIS MEETINGS WITH ARAFAT AND OTHERS ON THE 
SIDE AGAIN INDICATED THAT PLO IS STILL IN GREAT DISARRAY AND 
THAT HE EXPECTED THEY WOULD HAVE A DIEFICULT TIME AMONG THEM- 
SELVES COMING TO AGREEMENT IN SESSION OF PNC WHICH BEGINS IN 
TWO DAYS. (KING'S VIEWS ON THIS ARE QUITE OBVIOUSLY COLORED 

BY HIS CONTINUING DISTASTE FOR ARAFAT AND OTHERS IN PLO 
LEADERSHIP AND ARE NO SURPRISE EVEN THOUGH THEY ARE CONSISTENT 
WITH GENERAL PREDICT AIONS THROUGHOUT THE AREA THAT SIGNIFICANT 
CHANGES ARE NOT TO BE EXPECTED AT PNC CAIRO SESSION). 
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3. KING ALSO SAID THAT SADAT ON TARMAC WAITING FOR 
HIM TO LEAVE HAD BEEN HARD IN HIS COMMENTS ON PLO. THIS 
EVENT COVERED SILENTLY ON LOCAL TELEVISION, 

BUT SADAT'S GESTURES WERE VIGOROUS AND CONVERSATION 
OBVIOUSLY INTENSE. (KING HAS HEARD ALL THIS BEFORE 
(I.E. THAT SADAT CAN MODERATE PLO POSITIONS) AND WE ARE 
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JUST A BIT SURPRISED THAT HE STILL CONTINUES TO BE 
MESMERIZED BY SADAT ON THIS POINT, ALTHOUGH SADAT'S 
PREVIOUS CONFIDENT STATEMENTS ABOUT PLO CHANGING THE 
CHARTER WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH POINTS HE MADE TO KING 
ON THE PRESSURE HE HAS AND INTENDS TO PUT ON PLO). 

4. KING ARRIVED IN MIDST OF ENORMOUS PRACTICAL JOKE HE 
PLAYED ON HIS BROTHER CROWN PRINCE HASSAN, WHICH LED TO 
MY TALK WITH HIM. JUST BEEORE KING'S ARRIVAL, HASSAN 
HAD CALLED ME TO SAY HE HAD JUST RECEIVED A CABLE EROM 
KING'S AIRCRAFT WHICH, HE SAID, INDICATED KING BRINGING 
ARAFAT WITH HIM. ONE HOUR LATER HE CALLED ME BACK TO SAY 
IT HAD ALL BEEN A JOKE. KING THEN CAME ON AND SAID IN 
EEEECT HE HAD SENT CABLE INDICATING THAT HE HAD "VIPS " ON 
BOARD HIS AIRCRAET AND THAT HASSAN SHOULD PREPARE APPRO- 
PRIATE SECURITY AND ENDING WITH THE WORDS THAT "HISTORY 
REPEATS ITSELF " WHICH HASSAN TOOK TO BE A REFERENCE TO 
KING'S HAVING BROUGHT PLO LEADER SHUKAIRY BACK WITH HIM 
EROM TRIP IN 1967 AND THAT HE WAS THEREEORE NOW BRINGING 
PLO LEADER ARAEAT WITH HIM. 

5. WHEN I TALKED WITH HASSAN THIS MORNING (EEB 10) 

HE SAID THAT WHAT WAS REALLY INTERESTING WAS THE REACTION 
OE THE GROUP AT THE AIRPORT WHO WERE INFORMED BY HASSAN 
THAT ARAFAT WAS COMING WITH THE KING. FIRST, HASSAN 
SAID THAT ONLY THE KING COULD BRING ARAFAT TO JORDAN AND 
EXPECT TO PROTECT HIM. THE ARMY COMMANDER IN CHIEE (BIN 
SHAKER) SAID HE COULD NOT PROVIDE SECURITY FOR ARAFAT 
WITH THE ARMY, STATING THAT THE ARMY COULD NOT PROTECT 
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HIM. THE POLICE WERE THEN TOLD BY HASSAN TO DO THEIR 
BEST. THE ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF, A LOYALIST CIRCASSIN, 

WHEN HE HEARD ARAFAT WAS COMING, LEFT THE AIRPORT FOR 
GOOD. VARIOUS PALESTINIANS IN THE RECEPTION COMMITTEE 
SHOWED VARYING DEGREES OF UNEASE OR EXCITEMENT AT THE 
PROSPECT OE THE PLO LEADER'S ARRIVAL. HASSAN SAID HE 
LIMITED THE TARMAC GREETING COMMITTEE TO FOUR MEMBERS 
AND THEN MILITARY POLICE, KEEPING THE REST INDOORS, AND 
RESTRICTED THE PRESS COVERAGE. HE DID NOT KNOW ARAEAT 
WAS NOT COMING UNTIL KING'S PARTY HAD ALL LEET THE PLANE. 

6. WHILE IT STARTED OUT AS A PRIVATE JOKE BETWEEN BROTHERS, 
SOME INTERESTING INSIGHTS EMERGED. IN PARTICULAR, WE 
BELIEVE THE ARMY WOULD BE DIEFICULT TO HANDLE IE ARAEAT 
CAME HERE IN THE NEAR FUTURE UNLESS HE WERE UNDER THE 
PERSONAL PROTECTION OF THE KING. FEELINGS .STILT. RUN 

DEEP OVER 1970. 

7. AS LUCK WOULD HAVE IT, EMBASSY'S INITIAL (AND AS IT 
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TURNED OUT ERRONEOUS) MESSAGE REPORTING ARAFAT'S ARRIVAL 
ON THE BASIS OF HASSAN'S PHONE CALL WAS BLOCKED BY THE 
FIRST COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE OUTAGE WE HAVE HAD IN 
MANY MONTHS AND WAS NEVER SENT. 

PICKERING 
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